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Against 100 or 200 men, he might use more than
3000

The principle of economy of forces, applied here,
will make an appeal to the resisting power as wqjfl as to
the striking power of the troops two factors instead
of one

That pimciple suggests to us that, instead of uni-
formly occupying D E, it is enough to consider, on D B,
the road-directions K, L, M, N, along which the enemy
may advance, and to hold them with detachments
respectively located in K, L, M, N, each of which points
is chosen from its power to enable the occupying troop

to make a vigorous stand, m other words, it is enough
to establish a number of detachments in " points
d'appui."

Once those points have been occupied, the whole
line is held, as the enemy cannot, owing to the range
of modern arms, pass between those points. He there-
foie must attack them.

In the real of those detachments, the mission of which
is to lesist on those supporting points, we must estab-
lish a reserve capable of moving up to any point attacked
before its resistance is overcome, and also capable of
acting on that point

As every mam guard must be warned in time of the
enemy's arrival, it will establish in front of it a number
of observers, that is, sentries, and since these need